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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify the potential and preferences for abstention by
urban students as young voters in the 2024 elections in Indonesia. This context
tends to be ignored in previous studies that discuss the phenomenon of
abstention in general elections. In addition to responding to the shortcomings
of previous studies, study also focuses on the characteristics and preferences
underlying urban students as young voters choose to abstain in the 2024
general election in Indonesia. The findings in this study show that the age
characteristics of urban students in the Yogyakarta area tend to choose to
abstain from voting and appear in the productive age range of around 20 years
from 27 provinces of origin. In addition to appearing with such complex
characteristics, the behaviors of urban students who tend to abstain are also
influenced by the dominant political preferences of their social structure,
access to information, and their perceptions of the ongoing democratic system
in the 2024 general elections in Indonesia. From these findings, it can be
reflected that the abstention of urban students as young voters is not only
temporal but also a rational choice of the regulatory system and the
democratic process in such a complex general election.

Keywords: Abstention, Urban student, Voters, Democracy, and General
Election

INTRODUCTION
Golput (abstain) is a behavior that urban students tend to choose as

young voters in the 2024 general election in Indonesia. Ribeiro et al. (2023),
apart from having such complex characteristics, contextual preferences also
influence the abstention chosen by young voters. Even in the view of Dobbs

(2023), abstention is a rational choice for urban students for the complex

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 29

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

democratic system applied in the electoral process. This context is reflected
through the study of Carvalho et al. (2023), which shows that the abstention
chosen by young voters is a manifestation of their knowledge and perceptions
of democratic processes that are considered not to have direct implications for
the welfare of their lives in the future. Battiston et al. (2024) argued that in
addition to having preferences that are so complex and contextual, the
abstention that is the dominant choice of young voters is also a very critical
issue to explain in order to evaluate the complexity of the electoral system that
can shape the abstention of young voters in each general election.

The momentum of general elections is essential in determining leaders
for the country and society (Al Mas'udah, 2020). In Indonesia, general
elections were first held in 1955 where the implementation of general
elections aimed to elect executive and legislative candidates who would lead
Indonesia (Syafi'i, 2020). Along with the development of society, general
elections are held every five years with the assistance of electoral institutions,
such as the General Election Commission (Komisi Pemilihan Umum or KPU),
the General Election Supervisory Board (Badan Pengawas Pemilu or
BAWASLU), and the Ethics Council of Election Organisers, as stated in Law
Number 8 of 2015 (Nugroho & Asmorojati, 2019; Alexander Wewo, 2018).
However, in its implementation, general elections in Indonesia face a variety
of complex problems, such as damaged ballots, multiple voter lists, not being
registered as permanent voters, money politics, transparency, administrative
violations, election sanctions, and high abstention (golongan putih or golput)
(Sabrina & Ristawati, 2021).

So far, studies addressing the issues of youth voter abstention in
general elections have focused on three dominant contexts. First, studies
address the trend and low involvement of young voters in elections (Euzébios
Filho & Tabata, 2023; Nkansah & Papp, 2023; Azzollini, 2023). Second, studies
discuss regulations that accommodate young voters in elections (Muro &
Chehtman, 2020; Brasher, 2020; Stewart et al., 2020). Third, studies discuss
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the influence of social media on young voters' abstention (Waeterloos et al,,
2023; Battaglini et al., 2023; Battaglini et al., 2023). In general, studies that
have discussed the abstention of young voters only focus on three contexts:
trends, regulations, and factors that influence young voters to abstain. In other
words, studies that discuss the abstention of young voters have not been
comprehensively discussed, especially studies that identify and analyze why
urban students as young voters choose to abstain in general elections.

The white group, or what is often referred to as golput (abstain) in the
context of politics in Indonesia, is the apathy of an individual or group towards
the democratic process (Allen, 2015). This apathy is described by a situation
where voters who are supposed to vote for prospective leaders do not use
their voting rights or are neutral during general elections (Ulum, 2020). Based
on its history, the term golput (abstain) became known after the protest
movement of students and youth who disagreed with implementing the
general election in 1971, the first general election in the Orde Baru (New Order
era) (Putra & Fauzi, 2020). The student protest movement in 1971 was based
on organizing elections that were considered corrupt and unrepresentative
(Lestarini, 2023). In addition, dissatisfaction with the choice of candidates
available, skepticism, and the stigma of complicated political and
administrative institutions encouraged people to choose abstention (Padilla &
Trujillo, 2023; Armengol & Garcia-Cerdafia, 2023). Thus, abstention is the
public's response and behavior to the stagnation of the democratic system in
general elections.

In the context of general elections, abstention from urban students as
young voters is not uncommon in countries that adhere to a democratic system
based on direct elections. Apart from reducing the quality of democracy,
abstention from urban students also has the potential to produce leaders who
do not care about the future welfare of the younger generation. This context
by Fernando et al. (2023) occurs because abstention can causally establish the
pragmatic behavior of voters and contestants, so the orientation of general
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elections to produce ideal leaders is very difficult to manifest in the future. By
implication, abstention not only has the potential to reduce the quality of
democracy in the direct election process but also to create policies that
discriminate against the welfare of the younger generation in the future. This
study not only responds to the shortcomings of previous studies but also
analyses the dominant preferences that influence urban students to abstain
from voting in general elections.

The abstention behavior of urban students as young voters in general
elections contains complex characteristics and preferences, so the context is
fascinating to explain. In explaining and analyzing this context, this study
focuses on two questions. First, what are the characteristics of urban students
who abstain in the 2024 general election in Indonesia? Second, what are the
reasons or preferences of urban students who abstain in the 2024 general
election in Indonesia? In line with that, this study is also based on two
hypotheses, namely: The characteristics of urban students who choose to
abstain tend to come from a productive age with an average age of 20 years;
The reasons for urban students who choose to abstain tend to be influenced
by the preferences of relatives, access to information, and perceptions of
democracy that are dominant in their social environment. In other words, the
abstention of urban students as young voters is not only influenced by the
ongoing situation and conditions but also a rational choice of the complex

regulations and democratic processes in general elections.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study was conducted during rampant issues of young leaders and
voters in the 2024 general election in Indonesia. However, this study only
focuses on analyzing the characteristics and preferences of the behaviors of
urban students as young voters who tend to choose to abstain in the 2024
general election. Yogyakarta became a research locus based on the city's status

as a student city in Indonesia. In line with that, this study is also based on three

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 32

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

considerations. First, the response of urban students to general elections is a
central issue that has not been comprehensively considered in previous
studies. Second, the behaviors of urban students who tend to abstain from
voting have complex characteristics. Third, the responses and behaviors of
urban students who tend to abstain from voting also have contextual reasons
that are very important to explain. These three considerations form the basis
of this study to explore the behaviors and responses of urban students who
tend to abstain in the 2024 general election in Indonesia as the focus of
discussion.

Urban students move from a particular region to an urban environment
to live a college life (Novitasani & Handoyo, 2014; Widari et al., 2023). In this
context, urban students tend to have characteristics and mindsets affected by
the dynamics of big city life, where they tend to have easier access to
information and facilities, including political information, through social
media, discussions, and organizations on campus (Bourchier, 2014;Airlangga
PH et al,, 2024; Munjiah, 2023). In line with that, urban students have a busy
schedule, are involved in various lecture activities, organizations, and social
activities, and take advantage of free time to explore the various opportunities
big cities offer (Pribadi, 2021). Meanwhile, in forming organizational
administration, urban people usually prefer institutions that can encourage
their life networks (Kort & Klijn, 2011).

This quantitative predictive study is based on primary and secondary
data with a systematic process (see Figure 1). Primary data in this study was
obtained through a survey from 27 January to 03 February 2024 using Google
Forms. The one-week survey received 173 responses from urban students in
the Yogyakarta area. The questions asked in the survey focused on two
contexts. The first question focused on name initials, age, region of origin, and
sources of information that urban students often access in obtaining
information related to the 2024 general election to identify the characteristics
of urban students who tend to abstain. The second question focuses on the
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behavior of relatives, access to information, perceptions of democracy, and
why urban students choose to abstain from analyzing the preferences of urban
students who tend to abstain in the 2024 general election. The secondary data
in this study was obtained through reading books, websites, and journal
articles relevant to the hypotheses proposed in this study.

Figure 1. Systematic Research Process.

IDENTIFIED SURVEY FINDINGS ANALYSIS

(Preference and (Response and (n=173 response (Characteristics
characteristic) opinions) and opinions) and preference)

Data analysis in this study refers to the process conducted by Miles and
Huberman (2014), which focuses on three processes. First, data reduction is a
process carried out to organize data into a more systematic form based on the
tendency of the data obtained under the characteristics and preferences
represented by the data. Second, data verification is the process of identifying
data that has been reduced thematically. Third, data description is the process
of displaying data that has been identified thematically and then presented in
the form of figures and diagram-shaped tables containing numbers regarding
the responses and opinions of respondents. From these three processes, the
next step is to analyze the data deductively as a basis for interpreting the data
that has been collected. Interpretation of the data is done by restating and
reflecting on the data under the trends, patterns, and socio-cultural context
represented by the data. The process and stages of analysis made it possible to
draw a conclusion on the hypothesis proposed (Fernando, Galuh Larasati, &

Cahyani, 2023).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Abstention in the 2024 general election tends to be chosen by urban
students living in the Yogyakarta area, containing complex characteristics and
perceptions. This complexity can be reflected in the findings and discussions

in this study.
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Characteristics of urban students who choose abstention in the 2024
election
Golput (abstain) is a behavior that urban students living in the

Yogyakarta area tend to choose in the 2024 general election. Carvalho et al.
(2023) also said that in every general election, abstention tends to be chosen
by young voters and novice voters in responding to ongoing democratic
events. The urban students' response to the 2024 general election can also be
seen in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Urban students' responses about the 2024 election.

No, 56 (32%)

Hesitate, 22
Yes, 95 (55%) (13%)

Figure 2 shows the responses of 173 urban students living in the
Yogyakarta area regarding the 2024 general election in Indonesia. From Figure
2, we can also see three significant trends regarding the responses of 173
urban students about the 2024 general election. First, out of 173 urban
students living in the Yogyakarta area, 95 or 55% of students tend to choose
to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election. Second, out of 173 urban
students living in the Yogyakarta area, 56 or 32% of students tend to choose
not to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election. Third, out of 173 urban
students living in the Yogyakarta area, 22 or 13% of students still hesitate to
participate in the 2024 general election. From these three trends, it can be
reflected that abstention is a behavior that urban students living in the
Yogyakarta area tend to choose in the 2024 general election, with 95 or 55%

of the 173 total number of urban students.
I
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 35

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

Urban students who tend to choose to abstain in the 2024 general
election also have varying age characteristics. Bekker et al. (2022) also said
that in explaining the complexity of the characteristics of voters who choose to
abstain in general elections, they can be identified based on their age
categorization. The age characteristics of urban students who choose to
abstain in the 2024 general election can be seen in Figure 3.

Figure 3. Age of urban students who abstain from voting.
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Figure 3 shows the age characteristics of 95 or 55% of urban students
living in the Yogyakarta area who abstain from voting in the 2024 general
election. From Figure 3, we can also see three significant trends regarding the
characteristics of urban students who choose to abstain. First, those aged 23,
24,25,and 27 are urban students who chose to abstain from voting in the 2024
general election. Second, the ages of 31, 33, 32, and 35 are those of urban
students who are likely to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election.
Third, ages 18, 19, 20, and 29 are the ages of urban students who are the least
likely to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election. From these three
trends, it can be reflected that the age characteristics of urban students living
in the Yogyakarta area who choose to abstain from voting in the 2024 elections
are around 20 years old.

Apart from age, the characteristics of urban students living in the

Yogyakarta area who choose to abstain in the 2024 general election also come
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from various regions in Indonesia. Manoel et al. (2022) also said that in
explaining the complexity of the characteristics of voters who choose to
abstain in general elections, they can be identified through the distribution of
the region of origin of voters. The characteristics of the region of origin of
urban students who choose to abstain in the 2024 general election can be seen

in Figure 4.

Figure 4. Distribution of the region of origin of urban students who abstain
from voting.

Figure 4 shows that 27 provinces out of 95 or 55% of urban students in
the Yogyakarta area chose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election.
From Figure 4, we can also see three significant trends regarding the
characteristics of the distribution of the areas of origin of urban students who
choose to abstain. First, Riau, South Sulawesi, South Sumatra, and West
Sumatra provinces are the areas of origin of the most urban students who
chose to abstain in the 2024 general election. Second, the provinces of Banten,
West Java, Aceh, and North Sumatra are the areas of origin of many urban
students who choose to abstain in the 2024 general election. Third, the
provinces of Bangka Belitung, Jakarta, Central Kalimantan, East Nusa
Tenggara, and West Nusa Tenggara are the areas of origin of urban students
who are least likely to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election. From
these three trends, it can be reflected that 95 or 55% of urban students who
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choose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election tend to come from
the island of Sumatra.

In addition to the distribution of regions of origin, urban students who
choose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election also refer to various
sources. Marquart et al. (2020) also said that in explaining the characteristics
of voters who choose to abstain in general elections, they can be identified
through the access they often use in obtaining election information. The access
that is often used by urban students who choose to abstain from obtaining

information related to the 2024 general election can be seen in Figure 5.

Figure 5. Information access of urban students who choose abstention.
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Figure 5 shows the access often used by 95 or 55% of urban students
who choose to abstain from obtaining information related to the 2024 general
election. From Figure 5, three essential trends can also be seen regarding the
access that urban students often use to obtain information related to the 2024
general election. First, as many as 73 responses, or 77% of urban students who
chose abstention, mainly accessed information about the 2024 elections
through social media (online). Second, as many as 29 or 31% of urban students
who abstain often access information about the 2024 general election through
their friends. Third, as many as eight or 8% of urban students choose to abstain
from the most minor access information related to the 2024 general election
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through their families. From these three trends, it can be reflected that social
media (online) is the most widely used access by urban students who choose

to abstain from obtaining information related to the 2024 general election.

URBAN STUDENTS' PREFERENCE TO ABSTAIN IN THE 2024 ELECTION

Abstention tends to be chosen by urban students living in the
Yogyakarta area in the 2024 general election and also has a contextual
preference. Medel (2024) also said that the dominant views of their social
environment, such as their friends, can influence voters' preferences in
participating in general elections. The preferences and behaviors of these

urban students' friends in the 2024 general election can be seen in Figure 6.

Figure 6. Attitudinal preferences of urban student friends in the 2024
election.
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Figure 6 shows the attitudinal preferences of urban student friends
who live in the Yogyakarta area to abstain from voting in the 2024 general
election. From Figure 6, we can also see three significant trends regarding the
dominant behavior preferences of urban student friends regarding the 2024
general election. Firstly, out of 173 urban students living in the Yogyakarta
area, many friends also choose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general
election, around 93 or 54%. Second, out of 173 urban students living in the

Yogyakarta area, many friends also choose to abstain from voting in the 2024
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general election, around 54 or 31%. Third, out of 173 urban students living in
the Yogyakarta area, a few friends also choose to abstain in the 2024 general
election, around 26 or 15%. From these three trends, it can be reflected that
out of 173 urban students who choose to abstain also have friends, around 93
or 54% prefer to abstain in the 2024 general election.

The tendency of urban students to abstain from voting in the 2024
general election is also influenced by the sources of information they use as
preferences. Ramos et al. (2023) also said that in analyzing the formation of
abstention among voters, it can be identified through the sources of
information they use as preferences. The sources of information used as
preferences by urban students who choose to abstain in the 2024 general

election can be seen in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Information sources of urban students who abstain from voting.
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Figure 7 shows the information sources of 95 or 55% of urban students
living in the Yogyakarta area who choose to abstain from voting in the 2024
general election. From Figure 7, we can also see three significant trends
regarding the dominant sources of information that influence urban students'
preference to abstain. First, as many as 56 or 59% of urban students who
choose to abstain are influenced by social media (online), which they use as a
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preference in obtaining information related to elections. Second, as many as
28 or 29% of urban students who choose to abstain are influenced by their
friends and family, who are used as preferences in obtaining information
related to elections. Third, as many as 20 or 21% of urban students who choose
to abstain are influenced by the media (TV, Newspaper) that they make as a
preference in obtaining election-related information. From these three trends,
it can be reflected that social media (online) is the information source that
most influence the preferences of 56 or 59% of 95 or 55% of urban students
who choose to abstain in the 2024 general election.

In addition to information sources, the preference of urban students
who tend to choose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election is also
influenced by their perceptions of the democratic process. Panagiotidou and
Chadjipadelis (2021) also say that the democratic process in a country can
dominantly influence voters' behaviors to participate in general elections. The
perceptions of urban students regarding the democratic process that have
become their preference to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election

can be seen in Figure 8.

Figure 8. Perceptions of democracy of urban students who abstain from
voting.

Great, 0 (0%) Enough, 19 (20%)
Poor, 17 (18%)

Complicated,
59 (62%)

Figure 8 shows the democratic perceptions of 95 or 55% of urban
students living in the Yogyakarta area who chose to abstain in the 2024 general
election. From Figure 8, we can also see three significant trends regarding the
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perception of democracy that become the preference of urban students to
abstain from voting in the general election. Firstly, out of 95 or 55%, 59 or 62%
of urban students say that the complicated democratic process greatly
influences their preference to abstain in the 2024 general election. Second, out
of 95 or 55%, 19 or 20% of urban students say that the democratic process in
the 2024 general election is quite good. Third, out of 95 or 55% of urban
students who chose to abstain, 17 or 18% said the democratic process in the
2024 general election was terrible. From these three trends, it can be reflected
that the perception of a complicated democratic process is the dominant
preference for 95 or 55% of urban students choosing to abstain from voting in
the 2024 general election.

The tendency of urban students living in the Yogyakarta area to abstain
from voting in the 2024 general election also contains complex and contextual
reasons. Mwonzora (2023) also said that abstention from voters in political
contestation certainly does not occur naturally but has complex and contextual
reasons. The reasons that underlie urban students' choice to abstain in the
2024 general election can be seen in Table 1.

Table 1. Reasons why urban students abstain from voting.

Initial | Age | Province Behavior Coding Reasoning
The rules are very
MA 23 West Borneo | Abstain Regulation difficult for urban
voters
Unclear rules on
HJ 20 Aceh Abstain Regulation moving election
location
Election rules that
FC 34 Gorontalo Abstain Regulation complicate voter
registration
The rules are
™ 24 Riau Abstain Regulation unclear for urban
voters
Not following the
South . . election
JL 26 Sumatra Abstain Literacy development
process
Southeast Do not know about
RY 27 . Abstain Literacy election
Sulawesi
developments
IJ 28 East Java Abstain Literacy Have never voted in
any election
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. . . Not familiar with
T™W 25 Bali Abstain Literacy the candidate
Special Not knowing the
Capital . . capacity of the
YG 34 Region of Abstain Literacy candidate
Jakarta
. . Candidates do not
DA 22 Banten Abstain Capacity meet the criteria
Saturated with
East Nusa . . politicians'
HK 25 Tenggara Abstain Capacity promises that
cannot be kept
West Nusa All candidates are
HL 23 Tenooara Abstain Capacity not in favor of the
88 people
Unsettled by the
IY 31 West Java Abstain Capacity capabilities of
existing candidates
South There is no
SK 23 Sulawesi Abstain Capacity candidate pair
worth voting for
North Existing candidates
KB 32 Sumatra Abstain Capacity may not meet
expectations
The administrative
AS 25 Central Java Abstain Administration process (.)f moving
the election has
been closed
There is no time to
HI 30 West Sumatra | Abstain Administration arrange FO change
the election
location
Limited
Sw 24 Bengkulu Abstain Administration administrative
arrangements
Complicated
FH 27 Maluku Abstain Administration administrative
process for urban
voters
The complicated
PW 30 East Borneo Abstain Administration process of moving
to a new election
place

Table 1 shows why 95 or 55% of urban students living in the
Yogyakarta area chose to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election.
Table 1 also shows four dominant reasons why urban students choose to
abstain. First, the reasons why urban students choose to abstain in the 2024
general election tend to be based on election regulations. Second, the reasons

why urban students choose to abstain in the 2024 general elections tend to be
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based on literacy. Third, the reasons why urban students choose to abstain
from voting in the 2024 general elections tend to be based on the capacity of
the nominated prospective leaders. Fourth, the reasons urban students choose
to abstain from voting in the 2024 general election tend to be based on
administrative reasons. From these four reasons, it can be reflected that the
reasons underlying 95 or 55% of urban students who choose to abstain from
voting in the 2024 general election are influenced by structural, structural, and

infrastructural factors that do not accommodate elections.

MAKING SENSE OF THE BEHAVIOR AND ABSTENTION PREFERENCES OF
URBAN STUDENTS

The responses and behaviors of urban students who choose to abstain
show that young voters' commitment to actively participating in democratic
contestation is still shallow (Dobbs, 2023). The findings in this study show that
the average age of urban students living in the Yogyakarta area who tend to
choose to abstain appears in the productive age range of 20 years and come
from 27 provinces. In addition to appearing with such complex characteristics,
the behaviors of urban students who tend to abstain are also influenced by the
dominant political preferences of their social structure, access to information,
and their perceptions of the democratic system, which underlie urban
students choosing to abstain in the 2024 general election in Indonesia. In other
words, the abstention of urban students in the 2024 general election in
Indonesia does not only occur naturally but is also influenced by cultural,
structural, and infrastructural reasons related to election regulations, which
are still considered unable to provide direct implications for the welfare of
urban students' lives in the future.

This study also reflects that urban students' tendency to abstain in
general elections is a form of rationalization of the complexity of regulations
and political discourse that develops in their social environment. Nkansah and

Papp (2023) also said that the complexity of regulations and political
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perceptions has normalized the abstention chosen by young voters in a
democratic contestation. This context is also confirmed by Bhatti & Hansen
(2012), who states that the tendency of young voters to abstain in general
elections is a manifestation of their knowledge and perceptions of political
dynamics that are considered not to accommodate their needs in the future.
The tendency of urban students to abstain shows that young voters are a
homogeneous group with a level of commitment to democracy that is so
complex and contextualized (Laughland-Booy et al., 2018). In other words, the
abstention chosen by urban students is not only related to the complexity of
regulations but also influenced by the preferences and perceptions of
democracy that develop in their social environment.

Abstention from urban students can potentially have long-term
implications for the circulation and quality of a country's democracy in the
future (Wagner et al., 2012). In addition to reducing the quality of democracy,
abstention also has the potential to produce leaders who are not sensitive to
the interests of urban students in the future. The low commitment of urban
students to participate in elections has had a causal impact on policies that do
not neglect the future welfare of the younger generation (Mo et al., 2022).
Dobbs (2023) also argues that the latent implications of the lack of
commitment of young voters to participate in elections can hinder the process
of democratic revolution that favors the interests of young people in a country.
In line with this, in the view of Bourdin & Tail (2022), abstention chosen by
young voters not only has implications for the welfare of their lives in the
future but also has the potential to create depersonalization of democracy
from the younger generation, so that the commitment and participation of the
younger generation in building the future of a country tends to be passive.

The findings in this study are different from previous studies. Studies
that have discussed abstention issues in general elections focus on the
situational and temporal responses and behaviors of urban students.
However, the findings in this study show that the abstaining behavior of urban
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students is a choice that they consider rational. Hence, their preference to
abstain is a normalization of the complexity of the formally practiced
democratic system. This context, in the view of Galuh Larasati et al. (2023),
occurs because the democratic system implemented is so conservative in
responding to the needs of young voters. Hence, choosing to abstain is the most
rational response for young voters in participating in general elections. In line
with that, Fernando et al. (2023) also said that the consequences of an
unaccommodating democratic system not only have a situational and
temporal impact but also have the potential to normalize the abstention of
young voters as their rational choice in every general election conducted in the
future.

The abstention of urban students in general elections contains
characteristics and preferences that are so complex and contextual. In addition
to forming an accommodating democratic system, the consistent application
of electoral regulations to accommodate the aspirations of young voters is also
essential to reduce abstention. In line with that, Ribeiro et al. (2023) also said
that to prevent massive abstention preferences in young voters, the
implemented democratic system must be evaluated systemically to increase
the commitment of urban students to participate actively in general elections.
In addition to evaluating the democratic system, ideological reflection is a
crucial context for political parties and election implementers in
accommodating young people's discourses to arouse their curiosity or interest
in actively participating in general elections. The abstention preference of
urban students can be prevented with an educative and reflective approach,
which can form a high curiosity and commitment to participating in general

elections.

CONCLUSION
The abstention chosen by urban students as young voters in the 2024

general election in Indonesia has complex characteristics and preferences for
reasons. This context can be seen through the essential findings in this study,
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which show that the age characteristics of urban students in the Yogyakarta
area tend to choose to abstain from voting appear in the productive age range
of around 20 years from 27 provinces of origin. In addition to appearing with
such complex characteristics, the behaviors of urban students who tend to
choose to abstain are also influenced by the dominant political preferences of
their social structure, access to information, and their perceptions of the
ongoing democratic system in the 2024 general elections in Indonesia. From
these findings, it can be reflected that the abstention of urban students as
young voters is not only temporal but also a rational choice of the regulatory
system and the democratic process in such a complex general election.

This study's findings differ from studies that have discussed the
abstention of urban students as young voters in general elections. So far,
studies that discuss the abstention of urban students as young voters only
focus on trends and characteristics of abstention that are considered temporal.
However, the findings in this study show that the abstention chosen by urban
students as young voters is a rational choice of the regulatory system and the
complex democratic process in every democratic process. The findings in this
study are not only expected to be able to become a dialogical basis for social
and political science studies but also expected to be a preference in reflecting
and evaluating the regulatory system and democratic processes in general
elections that are considered unable to accommodate the interests of urban
students as young voters in the general election process.

This study also has a weakness in the data collection process, which was
only done through a survey using Google Forms on urban students in the
Yogyakarta area. Thus, the data described and displayed in this study is only
quantitative data obtained from the responses of urban students in the
Yogyakarta area. However, the weaknesses in this study are expected to be
able to become the basis or reference for future studies, especially for studies
that want to analyze the characteristics and preferences of urban students as
young voters who choose to abstain in general elections with a varied and
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broader scope and number of respondents. Through this process, a more
comprehensive understanding of the characteristics and preferences of urban

students who choose to abstain in general elections is expected to be obtained.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Airlangga PH, A. R, Saputri, W. A., & Nurhakim, P. R. (2024). Socio-religious
behavior on consumption pattern during Israel and Palestine conflict in
Muslim  society. IAS Journal of Localities, 1(2), 138-152.
https://doi.org/10.62033 /iasjol.v1i2.22

Al Mas’udah, A. M. (2020). The Presidential Threshold As An Open Legal Policy
In General Elections In Indonesia. Prophetic Law Review, 2(1), 37-58.
https://doi.org/10.20885/PLR.vol2.iss1.art3

Alexander Wewo, J. (2018). Code of Ethics Urgency in The Implementation of
General Election in Indonesia. Jurnal Dinamika Hukum, 18(2), 194.
https://doi.org/10.20884/1.jdh.2018.18.2.1744

Allen, N. W. (2015). Clientelism and the personal vote in Indonesia. Electoral
Studies, 37, 73-85. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2014.10.005

Armengol, E., & Garcia-Cerdafia, A. (2023). Discovering abstentionist profiles
in 2015 Catalan elections. Journal of Ambient Intelligence and Humanized
Computing, 14(12), 15861-15874. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12652-
021-03123-x

Azzollini, L. (2023). Doubly disadvantaged: Unemployment, young age, and
electoral participation in the United Kingdom. The British Journal of
Sociology, 74(5), 817-836. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.13039

Battaglini, M., Sciabolazza, V. L., & Patacchini, E. (2023). Abstentions and Social
Networks in Congress. The Journal of Politics, 85(2), 581-592.
https://doi.org/10.1086/723814

Battiston, S., Luconi, S., & Valbruzzi, M. (2024). To vote or not to vote in the
homeland elections? Insights into voting abstention in Italy’s constituency
abroad. Modern Italy, 29(1), 73-96. https://doi.org/10.1017 /mit.2023.59

Bekker, M., Runciman, C., & Roberts, B. (2022). Beyond the binary: examining
dynamic youth voter behaviour in South Africa. Politikon.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02589346.2022.2151687

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 48

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

Bhatti, Y., & Hansen, K. M. (2012). Leaving the Nest and the Social Act of Voting:
Turnout among First-Time Voters. Journal of Elections, Public Opinion &
Parties, 22(4), 380-406.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2012.721375

Bourchier, D. (2014). Illiberal democracy in Indonesia: The ideology of the
family state. In Illiberal Democracy in Indonesia: The Ideology of the Family
State. https://doi.org/10.4324 /9780203379721

Bourdin, S., & Tail, ]. (2022). Abstentionist Voting - Between Disengagement
and Protestation in Neglected Areas: A Spatial Analysis of The Paris
Metropolis. International Regional Science Review, 45(3), 263-292.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01600176211034131

Brasher, R. (2020). Pride and Abstention: National Identity, Uncritical
Patriotism and Political Engagement among Christian Students in
Pakistan. South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, 43(1), 84-100.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00856401.2020.1689459

Carvalho, B. P, Custddio, C., Geys, B. Mendes, D. & Peralta, S. (2023).
Information, perceptions, and electoral behaviour of young voters: A
randomised controlled experiment. Electoral Studies, 84, 102625.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2023.102625

Design of General Election in Indonesia. (2020). Law Reform: Jurnal
Pembaharuan Hukum. https://doi.org/10.14710/1r.v16i1.30308

Dobbs, K. L. (2023). Active on the street but apathetic at the ballot box?
Explaining youth voter behaviour in Tunisia’s new democracy. British
Journal of  Middle Eastern Studies, 50(2), 240-261.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2021.1962243

Euzébios Filho, A.,, & Tabata, S. C. (2023). Political cynicism and political
efficacy: reflections on political representation and participation with
students from a Brazilian Public University. SN Social Sciences.

https://doi.org/10.1007 /s43545-022-00599-y

Fernando, H., Galuh Larasati, Y., Abdullah, L, Jubba, H., Mugni, A., & Persadha,
P. D. (2023). The de-existence of Islamic political parties in general
elections: A case study of Indonesia as a Muslim-majority country. Cogent
Social Sciences, 9(1), 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2023.2225838

Fernando, H., Galuh Larasati, Y., & Cahyani, N. (2023). Being #wanitasalihah:
Representations of salihah women on TikTok. IAS Journal of Localities,
1(1), 1-15. https://doi.org/10.62033 /iasjol.v1i1.8

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 49

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

Galuh Larasati, Y., Fernando, H., Jubba, H., Abdullah, 1., Darus, M. R., & Iribaram,
S. (2023). Past preferences informing future leaders for Indonesian 2024
general  elections.  Cogent  Social  Sciences,  9(1), 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2023.2229110

Kort, M., & Klijn, E. H. (2011). Public-private partnerships in urban
regeneration projects: Organizational form or managerial capacity? Public
Administration Review. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-
6210.2011.02393 x

Laughland-Booy, ]., Skrbis, Z., & Ghazarian, Z. (2018). The voting strategies of
young people: a conceptual framework. Australian Journal of Political
Science, 53(2), 143-159.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2018.1444138

Lestarini, R. (2023). Choosing Not To Choose Is a Choice: a Noble Lesson of the
Baduy People in Interpreting Neutral Choices in Voting in General
Elections. Indonesia Law Review, 13(1), 36-69.
https://doi.org/10.15742 /ilrev.v13n1.2

Manoel, L., Costa, A. C,, & Cabral, P. (2022). Voter Turnout in Portugal: A
Geographical Perspective. Papers in Applied Geography, 8(1), 88-111.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23754931.2021.1958251

Marquart, F., Goldberg, A. C., & de Vreese, C. H. (2020). ‘This time I'm (not)
voting’: A comprehensive overview of campaign factors influencing

turnout at European Parliament elections. European Union Politics.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116520943670

Medel, R. M. (2024). When do active citizens abstain from the polls? Civic
associations, non-electoral participation, and voting in 21st-century
democracies. Acta Politica, 59(1), 220-244.
https://doi.org/10.1057 /s41269-023-00290-x

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (2014). Qualitative data analysis: A methods
sourcebook (J. Saldana (Ed.); 3rd ed.). SAGE Publication.
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=3CNrUbTu6CsC&printsec=frontco
ver&hl=id&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0

Mo, C. H,, Holbein, . B,, & Elder, E. M. (2022). Civilian national service programs
can powerfully increase youth voter turnout. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, 119(29).
https://doi.org/10.1073 /pnas.2122996119

Munjiah, M. (2023). Demoralization narrative: Foul language of community
figures. IAS Journal of Localities, 1(1), 54-66.
https://doi.org/10.62033 /iasjol.v1i1.12

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 50

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

Muro, S., & Chehtman, A. (2020). Law or strategic calculus? Abstention in the

Argentine Supreme Court. International Review of Law and Economics, 62,
105889. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.irle.2020.105889

Mwonzora, G. (2023). ‘Shifting the Voting Burden to Others’: Abstainers and
Turn Outers in Zimbabwean Elections. In Electoral Politics in Zimbabwe,
Volume I  (pp. 111-128). Springer Nature Switzerland.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-27140-3_6

Nkansah, G. B, & Papp, Z. (2023). Does cohort size matter? Assessing the effect
of youth cohort size and peer influence on young people’s electoral
participation. Journal of Youth Studies.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2022.2053666

Novitasani, L., & Handoyo, P. (2014). PERUBAHAN GAYA HIDUP KONSUMTIF
PADA MAHASISWA URBAN DI UNESA Latifah Novitasani Pambudi
Handoyo. Jurnal Paradigma.

Nugroho, R. M., & Asmorojati, A. W. (2019). Simultaneous Local Election in
Indonesia: Is It Really More Effective and Efficient? Jurnal Media Hukum,
26(2), 213-222. https://doi.org/10.18196 /jmh.20190135

Padilla, J., & Trujillo, M. (2023). Explaining Romanies’ high abstentionism:
socialization  effects and political interest. Acta  Politica.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41269-023-00305-7

Panagiotidou, G., & Chadjipadelis, T. (2021). First-Time Voters in Greece:
Views and Attitudes of Youth on Europe and Democracy. In Studies in
Classification, Data Analysis, and Knowledge Organization (pp. 225-232).
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-60104-1_25

Putra, F. A, & Fauzi, A. (2020). Komunikasi KPU dalam Menekan Golput di
Jember. Jurnal Al-Hikmah. https://doi.org/10.35719 /alhikmah.v18i2.35

Ramos, G., Torre, L., & Jerénimo, P. (2023). No Media, No Voters? The
Relationship between News Deserts and Voting Abstention. Social
Sciences, 12(6), 345. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci12060345

Ribeiro, N., Malafaia, C., & Ferreira, T. (2023). Lowering the voting age to 16:
Young people making a case for political education in fostering voting
competencies. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 18(3), 327-343.
https://doi.org/10.1177/17461979221097072

Sabrina, D. F., & Ristawati, R. (2021). The Implementation of Good Governance
In The Presidential Election In Indonesia. Yuridika, 36(2), 281.
https://doi.org/10.20473 /ydk.v36i2.21096

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 51

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




POLITICON : Jurnal I[lmu Politik Vol.6 No.1 ; Hal 29 - 52

Website : http://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/politicon
ISSN : 2685-6670 ( Online )

Stewart, C., Alvarez, R. M., Pettigrew, S. S., & Wimpy, C. (2020). Abstention,
Protest, and Residual Votes in the 2016 Election. Social Science Quarterly,
101(2), 925-939. https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12757

Ulum, M. B. (2020). Indonesian Democracy and Political Parties After Twenty
Years of Reformation: A Contextual Analysis. Indonesia Law Review, 10(1).
https://doi.org/10.15742 /ilrev.v10n1.577

Waeterloos, C., Walrave, M., & Ponnet, K. (2023). Social media as an exit
strategy? The role of attitudes of discontent in explaining non-electoral
political participation among Belgian young adults. Acta Politica.
https://doi.org/10.1057 /s41269-023-00297-4

Widari, T., Aliffiati, & Indra, M. (2023). Fast fashion: Consumptive behavior in
fashion industry Generation Z in Yogyakarta. IAS Journal of Localities,
1(2), 104-113. https://doi.org/10.62033/iasjol.v1i2.18

|
POLITICON VOL.6 No.1 2024 52

Copyright (c) 2024 Henky
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.




